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Dear Parents and Caregivers, 
 
With the publication of the first newsletter for 2021 I would like to take the opportunity to introduce myself. Some 
of you may know me as I have been attached to Burbridge in many roles over my   career. Before and while I 
completed my teacher training I worked as a volunteer and Education   Assistant at the school. Prior to this I had 
gained extensive experience working in the disability sector as a social trainer. Since qualifying as a teacher 
(B.Arts (Primary) and B.Ed (Special Education), I have worked, both locally and in the UK, as a special educator 
for students with mild to severe and multiple disabilities across the primary and secondary sector as both a    
primary and secondary classroom teacher, Upper School and VET Coordinator. Over the past 10 years I have 
held leadership positions, Deputy Principal and Principal, within various education support settings and have    
completed a Masters in Ed (Special Education).   

I am delighted to be back at Burbridge School and after a few weeks, I felt as though I had never been away but when I looked 
at the students I knew from before, I realised how much they have grown and how much time has passed!  There are some new 
faces, both in students and in staff and it has been lovely getting to know them. 

I have loved meeting parents, carers and families since commencing here and I encourage you all to pop in or to call me if you 
have any questions.  

A few reminders:- there is not a pupil free day on Monday 19
th
 April but there is on Friday 23

rd
 April  with a public holiday 

following on Monday 26
th
 April.  

Assemblies will be held 2x per term only being week 2 and 8. 

(see below for important dates to diarise). 

Joanne Gordon  
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         CǊƛŘŀȅ ноǊŘ !ǇǊƛƭ - tǳǇƛƭ CǊŜŜ 5ŀȅ όƴƻ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŘǳŜ    
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If you have any questions about the NDIS, advocacy or support coordination then send them to DDWA when you RSVP for this event. 
Everyone is welcome to attend this event however membership is essential. Membership is FREE for individuals. If you are not a member join: https://
ddwa.org.au/membership/ 
 
Meetings will be held quarterly, North and South of the river, with the first meeting to be held on: 
  
         Date:      Tuesday 20 April 2021   at   9.30am ï 12.00pm  
         Where:    Marangaroo Family Centre: 46 Highclere Boulevard, Marangaroo 
          09.30      Guest presenter from Carers WA discussing the  
                        respite/other support available through the new Carers Gateway 
         10.30      Morning tea 
         11.00      Leticia Grant from DDWA will share her knowledge on  
                        Advocacy and the NDIS 
        12.00      Finish 

 RSVP on Eventbrite or phone our office on 9420 7203 
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As part of our Senior School, Area C students Ahmed,          
Declan, Connor, Yasmin, Brock, Firman and Zeynab are on their 
journey towards their post school options of  possible         
Supported Employment and/or Alternatives to Employment.  

 It has been a pleasure to meet with parents to get a better 
understanding as to what post school pathways our students 
are working towards. Some of our students have already      

participated in Work Place Learning (WPL) last year. The    benefit of WPL is that    
students are given opportunities to work at different work sites during their senior 
years of school with the ultimate goal of possibly obtaining some form of supported  
employment that matches their preference and skill set. We are currently planning for 
some placements to begin end of week 3, term 2 for some of our year 11s. In the   
meantime,  all our students have been participating in a senior school enterprise       
program with Ms Colette, to explore and possibly identify student interests and talents.  

Whilst in class, we have been learning about money, time and safe relationships.       
Students have also been learning about ôPrivate and Public Places and Behavioursõ (i.e. to 
shower and change as independently as possible  before and after swimming sessions) 
and to launder and peg clothes. They have been loving their swimming lessons and it is 
wonderful to see some students do laps and learn to dive under water and basically show 
an awareness of safety in and around the pool. Some things that we have been very 
lucky to be part of this term: Declan celebrating his 16th birthday in February and 
Brock walking with greater confidence overall, it has been an amazing start to the term 
and we are quite excited to see our students learn and develop new skills.  

/ƭŜŀƴ ¦Ǉ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ 5ŀȅ                                                                                               

.ǳǊōǊƛŘƎŜ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǇŀǊǝŎƛǇŀǘŜǎ ƛƴ /ƭŜŀƴ ¦Ǉ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ŜǾŜǊȅ ȅŜŀǊ ƛƴ ŜŀǊƭȅ aŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ Řƻ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǇŀǊǘ 

ƛƴ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƘŜŀǘΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŎƭŜŀƴ-ǳǇ  ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ 

ƛƴŘƻƻǊǎΦ /ƭŜŀƴ ¦Ǉ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ƛǎ  ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ŀƭƭ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀƴǎ 

ǘƻ ŎƭŜŀƴ ǳǇΣ ŬȄ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŜƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘΦ                          
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